
The Atonement of King Manasseh 

2 Chronicles 32:33-33:2  

(2 Kings 20:21-21:18) 

I. Introduction:  

A. Preceded by King Hezekiah 

1. Began his reign at age 25 and rules 29 years. 

2. Inaugurated a great restoration movement. 

3. Listened to Isaiah, God’s prophet. 

4. Withstood the Assyrians. 

5. One of best kings Judah ever had. 2 Chronicles 31:20-21 

B. Hezekiah informed by Isaiah that he would “die and not live.” 

1. He wept. Why? Because he had no heir. (JWM Opinion) 

2. God gave him 15 years more of life. 

3. Hezekiah died at age 54. 

C. Manasseh began his reign at age 12. 

1. Born during the 15 extra years. 

2. Reigned 55 years. 

D. He “did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD…” 

1. When did he go bad? 

(a) Was he taught by Hezekiah and Isaiah to serve God? 

(b) Hezekiah had 12 years to teach him. 

(c) If so, then Manasseh at least knew what God expected of him. 

2. Manasseh was the very definition of a “Prodigal Son.” 

E. It is possible to do the right things as parents, and still have your children go astray. 

1. Was the Prodigal’s father at fault because his son went into a far country? 

2. Was Hezekiah to blame for Manasseh? No on both! 

F. When we as parents instill in our children a love for God and teach them as long as 

we can, hopefully they will not go astray, but if they do they will at least know the 

way back. 

II. The Abominations of Manasseh. 2 Chronicles 33:2-9, 2 Kings 21:2-9 

A. “But did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, like unto the abominations of 

the heathen…” 

1. Abomination – something that is disgusting 

2. Manasseh implemented the evil abominations the Canaanites had been known 

for. 



B. Rebuilt the “High Places” – these likely were altars used to incorrectly worship God. 

1. Hezekiah had torn them down.  

2. 2 Chronicles 31:1 

C. Reared up altars for Baalim and made groves. 

1. Worshipped Baal - altars 

2. Worshipped Ashtoreth, Baal’s consort – sacred groves 

3. Worshipped the host of heaven – pantheon of gods represented by the stars. 

D. Corrupted the Temple of God.  

1. Built pagan altars in the house of the Lord. 2 Chronicles 33:4-5 

2. Set up an idol in the house of God. 2 Chron 33:7 

3. Abomination! Same thing Antiochus Epiphanes did which was called “the 

abomination that maketh desolate” in Dan 11:31; 12:11. 

E. The temple represented God’s presence among His people. 

1. To misuse the Temple of God in this way was an abomination. 

2. This incurs the righteous wrath of the Lord! See. John 2:13-16 

F. Caused his children to pass through the fire! 2 Chronicles 33:6 

1. Human sacrifice to Molech! 

2. (Vividly describe idol and sacrifice.) 

3. Practiced the occult. (like Satan worshippers in a 70’s low-budget horror movie) 

4. Provoked God to anger! 

G. WORSE THAN THE HEATHEN! 

1. Not only corrupt himself but led others into error. 

2. Matthew 18:6-7 

III. The Afflictions of Manasseh. 2 Chronicles 33:10-12  

A. God warned Manasseh and the people. 

1. Through the prophets. 

2. 2 Kings 21:10 

B. Captains of the host of the king of Assyria. 

1. King Esarhaddon of Assyria “mentions Manasseh among his tributaries; and he 

was the only king of Assyria who, from time to time, held his court at Babylon.” 

(Albert Barnes) 

2. The Assyrians were reasserting themselves after the death of Sennacherib, 

C. “Took him among the thorns.” 

1. Same Hebrew word for thorn or for fishhook. Several thoughts 

(a) Took him hiding in a thicket of thorns. (1 Sam 13:6) 

(b) Used a kind of hook to capture him. “Took Manasseh with hooks” NKJV 

2. Either way, they captured him in battle or as a fugitive afterwards. 



D. “Bound him with fetters…” 

1. Bound with two brass chains. 

2. Humiliating way to treat a king. 

E. Carried him to Babylon 

F. When he was in affliction… 

1. Affliction = “to, be in distress” (Brown-Driver-Briggs) 

2. He besought the Lord. – became grieved, or sorry. 2 Cor 7:7-11 

G. Humbled himself (GREATLY, emphatically) 

1. Luke 15:17-19 

2. James 4:8-10 

IV. The Atonement of Manasseh. 2 Chronicles 33:13 

A. He besought the Lord humbly. 

1. AFFLICTION TEACHES HUMILITY, F.B. Meyer 

2. “Because of his youth Manasseh was probably the more easily influenced by the 

reactionary party, who came back to power on Hezekiah’s death; but afterward, 

in his early manhood, he pursued still further these evil courses, and made Judah 

and Jerusalem to err. Warning voices protested in vain, until there was no 

alternative save the hooks and fetters of the king of Assyria. But in his dungeon 

in the far country he came to himself and God. 

3. The words describing his penitence are very strong, suggesting long-continued 

tortures of conscience, and much agony of remorse. How quickly God heard him, 

and how incredible was his restoration! Here was a captive for life, as it seemed; 

yet he is not only set free, but actually restored to his kingdom and established 

on his throne. There is much hope for us all in this. If we truly repent of our sins, 

we shall be forgiven, and not only forgiven but restored again to our kingdom. 

Let us believe that God not only casts away our sins, but restores our soul.”  

B. Manasseh “prayed unto Him {Jehovah} and he was entreated of Him.” 

1. “God was moved by his entreaty…” (ESV) 

2. God had pity on him and showed mercy. 

3. Psalms 103:8; 116:5 

C. God restored him to his throne – God forgave him! Luke 15:20-21 

D. “Then Manasseh knew that the lord, He was God!” 

1. Knew = became acquainted with, 

2. Like Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 4:34-37 

V. The Efforts of Manasseh. 2 Chronicles 33:14-16 

A. Repentance is more than feeling sorry. 

1. Manasseh was very sorry and regretful. 



2. John the Baptist demanded the Jews, “bring forth fruits meet for repentance…” 

Matthew 3:5-8 

3. Repentance requires “doing” Revelation 2:5 

B. Manasseh brought forth fruits meet for repentance. 

1. He rebuilt and secured the walls of Jerusalem. 

2. He fortified the cities. 

3. He destroyed the pagan altars and idols 

4. He restored and cleansed the Temple. 

5. He offered  peace and thanksgiving offering on the rebuilt altar of the Lord.  

6. In other words, he tried to undo all of the evil that he had done! 

7. Commanded Judah to serve Jehovah! 

8. Demonstrated great zeal in his efforts!  

(a) 2 Cor 7:10-11 

(b) C.f. Luke 7:40-47 

C. What a great example of repentance! 

1. Shows that no sinner is so far gone that he cannot repent and come back. 

2. Shows that no sin is too grave or too vile for God to forgive, if one will repent and 

be obedient to Him. 

VI. Conclusion: The Effect of Manasseh. 2 Chronicles 33:17 

A. Nevertheless… (sad) 

1. Sacrifice in high places continued. 

2. Only worshipped Jehovah God.  

3. They stooped worshipping false gods and started worshipping Jehovah vainly. 

B. Manasseh tried to restore Judah! 

1. He had led them astray 

2. But he could not lead them back all the way. 

3. He was unable to counteract the consequences of all the evil he had done. 

C. Lesson to Us: 

1. We can be forgiven of sin, if we repent and obey God… 

2. But, we still may have to live with the consequences of our sin… 

3. Even our friends, loved ones and community may still have to suffer the 

consequences of our sin. 

D. David was forgiven for his affair with Bathsheba, yet he still suffered many 

consequences. 2 Samuel 12 

1. “The sword would never depart from his house…“ 2 Sam 12:10 

(a) Daughter raped. Son murdered. Another son usurps his throne 

2. The child would die. 2 Sam 12:14 



3. The enemies of God would have a reason to blaspheme. 2 Sam 12:14 

E. David’s repentance. Psalms 32:1-5; 51:1 
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