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But did it really 
happen?

The Holocaust was the 
systematic, state-
sponsored, persecution 
and murder of six million 
Jews by the Nazi regime 
and its collaborators 
between 1933 and 1945.





"They have fabricated a legend, under 

the name of the Massacre of the Jews, 

and they hold it higher than God himself, 

religion itself and the prophets 

themselves.... If somebody in their 

country questions God, nobody says 

anything, but if somebody denies the 

myth of the massacre of Jews, the Zionist 

loudspeakers and the governments in the 
pay of Zionism will start to scream

Former Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad



So how does one go about 
verifying historical claims? 
Especially, given that 
neither you nor I were 
there to witness them?

• Testimony

• Images

• Sites/Events

• Artifacts



The Evidence 



WHAT ABOUT THE 
EVENTS OF 

SCRIPTURE? DID 
THE STORIES OF THE 

BIBLE REALLY 
OCCUR? AND 

CAN ONE VERIFY 
THESE CLAIMS?  

YES!

BUT 

HOW?



Verifying the Historical Claims of the 

Bible
• Testimony

• Pictures

• Sites/Places

• Artifacts



Written Testimony



Archaeology and the Bible

Testimony from over 40 different authors



Archaeology and the Bible

But do we have we ancient copies?





Old Testament Manuscripts 



Septuagint (LXX) – Greek Translation of the 
Old Testament (B.C. 285)

Oldest extant copies from 3 to 4 Centuries 
A.D.



Aleppo Codex – A.D. 950

The Cairo Codex - A.D. 895













The Importance of the Dead Sea Scrolls 

DSS reveal: (1) that the prophecies about Christ were written before his birth; (2) that 
the Old Testament had been faithfully preserved. 



Archaeology and the Bible

Testimony from over 40 different authors



So how does one go about verifying historical 
claims? Especially, given that neither you nor I 

were there to witness them?



Pictures/Images
Written Testimony



Images that reveal parallels 
to events in the Bible

For example, the book of Genesis describes 
the nomadic lifestyle of the patriarchs, and 
reports migration between Canaan and 
Egypt (Abraham in Gen. 12:10; Jacob and 
his sons in Gen. 42:5, 43:11, 46:5—7). 
When there was a famine in the land, 
Abraham and Sarah went down to Egypt. 



• A painting in the tomb of Khnumhotep II at Beni Hasan, dating to ca. 
1890 BC, portrays a group of 37 Asiatics from Shut (the area of Sinai 
and southern Canaan) traveling to Egypt to do trade.

• It is evidence of this migration pattern during the Middle Bronze Age 
and is a vivid depiction of what Abraham and his descendants may 
have looked like when they entered Egypt. Gary Byers notes, “Both 
the Biblical Patriarchs and the Beni Hasan Asiatics traveled from the 
same region (Syro-Palestine) to the same region (Egypt) during the 
same period (twentieth-nineteenth centuries BC). While no one 
proposes these are the Israelites, it is the right people, the right 
places and the right time to offer greater insights into the world of 
Biblical characters.”



Images/Pictures

The tomb of vizier Rekhimire, ca. 
1450 BCE, shows foreign slaves 
“making bricks for the workshop-
storeplace of the Temple of Amun
at Karnak in Thebes” and for a 
building ramp.



Pictures/Images
1 Kings 11:40; 14:25

The Egyptian Pharaoh Shishak 
(Shoshenq I), invaded the lands of 
Judah and Israel in 926 BC. When he 
returned to Egypt, he had a record of 
his victories inscribed on a wall of the 
Great Temple of Amun-Re at Karnak. 
He boasts of having conquered over 
150 places, each “name ring” depicted 
as a bound prisoner with a cartouche 
beneath it on which a toponym is 
listed in Egyptian hieroglyphics..

Egyptian Pharaoh Shishak





Egyptian Pharaoh Shishak
1 Kings 11:40; 14:25

One of the ovals, located just 
below and to the left of 
Shishak’s right foot in the 
relief, reads, “the 
Fort/Enclosure of Abram.” This 
place was located in the 
Negev, a region that Abraham 
frequented (Gen. 12:1, 13:1, 
20:1), which would fit well 
with a place being named after 
him.28 This is the only ancient, 
extra-biblical reference to 
Abraham.



Verifying the Historical 
Claims of the Bible

“Photographs” – Images 

That Jehu was an Israelite King

In 1846 an English traveler and artist named 

Austen Henry Layard was digging around the 

ruins of ancient Nimrud in northern Iraq. He 

discovered something amazing, a black 

limestone obelisk now referred to as "The 

Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III”. (Now on 
display in the British Museum) 



This tribute is dated 841 BCE.  It is the earliest preserved depiction of an Israelite 
(2 Kings 9-10). “Jehu son of Omri” bows before the Assyrian king Shalmaneser III. 
(2 Kings 8:7-15). Notice 2 Kings 10:32 



Verifying the Historical 
Claims of the Bible

“Photographs” – Images 
That Lachish was besieged by Sennacherib 

(2 Chronicles 32:9-10)

The Lachish reliefs are a set of Assyrian palace 

reliefs narrating the story of the Assyrian victory 

over the kingdom of Judah during the siege of 

Lachish in the 8th Century BC. Carved between 

700 BC, as a decoration of the South-West 

Palace of Sennacherib in Nineveh, the relief is 
today in the British Museum in London.



So how does one go about verifying historical 
claims? Especially, given that neither you nor I 

were there to witness them?



Sites/Places/Artifacts
Pictures/Images
Written Testimony



Black Obelisk of 
Shalmaneser III

Six-sided 
Sennacherib 
Cylinder

The Cyrus Cylinder

Moabite 
Stone

Ktef-Hinnom 
Scroll

Hezekiah’s Tunnel



Numerous 
Biblical Sites 
Confirmed

I have visited and 
observed the 
evidence for nearly 
80 biblical  sites. 
This does not 
include the many 
valleys, wadis, and 
mountains. 



Lachish
Joshua 10; 2 Chronicles 32:9-10 (Besieged by 

Sennacherib)  

2 Kings 14:19 (Amaziah Murdered here)

https://www.baslibrary.org/images/bsba430605001ljpg


JERUSALEM











https://www.baslibrary.org/images/bsba430605002ljpg


The left-most chamber in this isometric reconstruction of Lachish’s 
gate complex shows where the archaeologists found what they 
interpret to be an Israelite gate-shrine. In the innermost room, 
archaeologists discovered two four-horned altars (visible in the 

drawing). Photo: Sharon Gal, Israel Antiquities Authority.

https://www.baslibrary.org/images/bsba430605003ljpg


The four-horned 
altar with evidence 
of intentional 
destruction—
perhaps due to King 
Hezekiah’s reforms 
in worship. Photo: 
Yoli Shwartz, 
courtesy of the Israel 
Antiquities Authority.

https://www.baslibrary.org/images/bsba430605004ljpg


2 Kings 10:27
Jehu 
desecrates 
the temple of 
Baal at 
Samaria with 
a latrine

https://www.baslibrary.org/images/bsba430605001ljpg


Artifacts and Sites which 
confirm the  

Israelite/Jewish Kingdoms  







Tel Megiddo overlooking the Plain of Megiddo













Ramat Rahel stone manger



The Seal Of



• David did not exist – a mythological hero of the Jews

• For many years nothing from archaeology had shown that 
he existed, let alone that he had a Kingdom.

• But, various archaeological discoveries began to change 
the minds of the critics (somewhat)  

The Kingdom of David Under Attack

Israel Finkelstein



Tel Dan
Genesis 14:14: Judges 18:31; 1 Kings 12:27-30; 15:20













Iron Age gate complex from north



1994 - House of David Inscription
Tel Dan Inscription

This inscribed monument contains 
the oldest known reference to King 
"David" outside of the Bible.   800-
845 BC
“I killed Jehoram son of Ahab king 
of Israel and I killed Ahaiahu son of 
Jehoram king of the House of 
David” 
(a parallel in 2Kings 8:28-29; 9:21-24)



Current State of 
Biblical Credibility

• Critics/Minimalists find it difficult to deny the 
Tel Dan stela inscription as being strong 
evidence of David’s existence.  

• Instead they relegate David’s influence to being 
only a local chieftain ruling a small territory.

• They believe that a lack of evidence of many 
Hebrew cities and fortifications in Judah proves 
that David’s reign was insignificant, even if 
kingdoms were united as Israel.

• However, new archaeological discoveries are 
giving us significant evidence of King David as aa 
significant ruler!   



The Geographical and 
Historical Context of               

1 Samuel 17
The Epic Battle Between David and Goliath



Archaeology 
Reveals the 
religious and 
warlike culture 
of the Philistines



ELAH

Valley of



Socoh

Azekah

Khirbet Qeiyafa

Hill Country of Judah

Brook of Elah

The Battle Field

Philistine Coast







Brook of Elah



Brook of Elah



Biblical City of Gath





Socoh

Azekah

Shaaraim

Hill Country of Judah

Brook of Elah

The Battle Field

Philistine Coast



Khirbet Quiyafa

Newly Discovered City Confirmed in Southern 
Kingdom of Judah!

• From King David’s time: 1020-980 BC
• Elah Valley, Guarded Road from coastal 

Philistia to Jerusalem

• 100 ac.  urban  center/military stronghold
• Bible places battle of David & Goliath (of 

Gath) very near here

Khirbet
Quiyafa







• Potshard, writing on 
inside of pottery 
vessel.  

• Oldest known Hebrew 
text ever discovered 
(1,000 years  older 
than Dead Sea Scrolls!

Khirbet Qeiyafa Ostracon
The Khirbet Qeiyafa Ostracon



• ~6 acres heavily fortified city surrounded by a casement wall

• One-period Iron Age site with two 4-chambered gates

Khirbet 
Qeiyafa–
Shaaraim
(1 Sam. 
17:52). 



Discoveries in Jerusalem 
from the Time of David 

and Solomon
2 Samuel 5:6-12

http://www.cityofdavid.org.il/sites/default/files/images/%20%D7%90%D7%99%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%AA_0.%E2%80%8Fjpg


City of David
Research Archaeologists

Eilat Mazar

Kathleen Kenyon

Yigal Shiloh
Eli Shukron Ronnie Reich

http://www.cityofdavid.org.il/sites/default/files/images/jpg_64.




The Jebusite Fortress and 2 Samuel 5:1-12 and 
2 Chronicles 11:1-9 

David anointed in 1010 B.C 

#1 - Canaanite Spring Fortification
and Siloam Channel



Location of the Jebusite city 



#1 - Canaanite Spring Fortification
and Siloam Channel







#2 – Stepped Stone Structure (Millo)
and Large Stone Structure



Millo and/or the 
Stepped Stone 

Structure

These support  steps 
lead directly up to a 
royal precinct, which 

had yet to be 
excavated when this 

photograph was taken





Area G



Large Stone 
Structure

• City of David 
(Jerusalem)

• Large Stone 
Structure, sits atop 
Stepped Stone 
Structure

• Excavations by 
Eilat Mazar which 
she dates to the 
time of David and 
Solomon



City of David – Large Stone Structure 





An elegant proto-Aeolic capital  (Phoenician style royal Iron Age architecture)

found by Kathleen Kenyon.

#3 – Elegant Column Capitals

http://www.cityofdavid.org.il/sites/default/files/images/%20%D7%90%D7%99%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%AA_0.%E2%80%8Fjpg


“The Large-Stone Structure, now seen as a 
massive structure built on a high scarp, was not 
just any public building, but a structure that was 
clearly the product of inspiration, imagination 
and considerable economic investment. This is 
clear not only from the large, impressive stones 
from which it was constructed but also from the 
5-foot-long proto-Aeolic capital that must have 
once been part of the building. This exemplar is 
the most beautiful and elegant proto-Aeolic 
capital ever found in Israel, surpassing those 
from Samaria and Megiddo. Imagine the column 
that supported this capital. Then imagine the 
building in which such columns stood.”
Biblical Archaeology Review 32:1, 
January/February 2006Did I Find King David’s 
Palace?

http://www.cityofdavid.org.il/sites/default/files/images/%20%D7%90%D7%99%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%AA_0.%E2%80%8Fjpg
http://www.cityofdavid.org.il/sites/default/files/images/%20%D7%90%D7%99%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%AA_0.%E2%80%8Fjpg










“We also found ivory, including the 
handle of a knife probably, and most 
people didn't have ivory at that time. This 
was not a regular house.” Eilat Mazar

#4 - Ivory Utensils and Elegant Pottery Discovered

Q: Does the pottery you found that you are 
dating to the 10th century look like the pottery 
of a palace? Mazar:  “It's beautiful, elegant 
pottery, certainly a prestigious collection.” 
(Television Interview with NOVA on PBS
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/bible/mazar.html



Iron Age Pottery at the City of David

“We found Iron Age I pottery under the Large-
Stone Structure in different areas and in 
impressive quantities.8 Significantly, it is almost 
all badly worn. This suggests that these sherds 
came from the very end of Iron Age I (about 1000 
B.C.E.), not earlier. This fill apparently already 
existed on the open area when the Large-Stone 
Structure was built. The Large-Stone Structure 
must have been built after this. How long after? 
That was the question.”
Biblical Archaeology Review 32:1, 
January/February 2006Did I Find King David’s 
Palace?

https://www.baslibrary.org/biblical-archaeology-review/32/1/4/en/8?width=600


Is this the Palace of King David? 
“What is left? Could this be the brainchild of a 
visionary new ruler who planned to expand the 
city with a temple to be built on the hilltop to 
the north? Did King David, now the ally of the 
Phoenicians, renowned for their building 
capabilities, authorize them to build a 
magnificent new palace for him outside but 
adjacent to the northern boundary of the old 
Canaanite city, shortly before the construction 
of the projected new Temple to its north?”
The Biblical narrative, I submit, better explains 
the archaeology we have uncovered than any 
other hypothesis that has been put forward. 
Indeed, the archaeological remains square 
perfectly with the Biblical description that tells 
us David went down from there to the citadel. 
So you decide whether or not we have found 
King David’s palace.
Biblical Archaeology Review 32:1, 
January/February 2006 “Did I Find King David’s 
Palace?”



Bu

But did it really 
happen?

The Holocaust was the 
systematic, state-
sponsored, persecution 
and murder of six million 
Jews by the Nazi regime 
and its collaborators 
between 1933 and 1945.



The Evidence 



What about the 
events of scripture? 

Did the stories of 
the Bible really 

occur? And can one 
verify these claims?  

YES!



Sites/Places/Artifacts
Pictures/Images
Written Testimony













JERUSALEM



Elah Valley aerial from west

Socoh

Judean Hill Country

“Chalk Trough”
To Beth Shemesh

To Adullam and Makkedah


